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PRESS RELEASE  

Monday November 9, 2009 
 

SHORTLIST ANNOUNCED 

2009 WALKLEY NON-FICTION BOOK AWARD 
 

Graham Freudenberg’s study of Winston Churchill’s relationship with Australia, Sally 

Neighbour’s portrait of a matriarch among terrorists and Gerard Ryle’s investigation of 

the Firepower scandal are the shortlisted finalists for the prestigious Walkley Non-

fiction Book Award. 

 

The Walkley Award for Best Non-Fiction Book celebrates excellence in non-fiction 

literature and long-form journalism. With over 70 books entered this year, the award is 

a ringing endorsement for the growing contribution Australian authors and journalists 

are making to the genre. 
 

The shortlist represents the final round of judging after over 70 entries were reduced 

to a long list of 10 books. Paul Bailey, managing editor of the Australian Financial 

Review, and Matthew Ricketson, Professor of Journalism at the University of Canberra, 

announced the nominees at a lunch in Sydney this afternoon.  
 

The 2009 Walkley Non-fiction Book Award shortlisted nominees (in alphabetical order) 

are: 
 

Graham Freudenberg, Churchill and Australia (Pan Macmillan) 

Over 65 years, from the eve of the Boer War to the eve of the Vietnam war, this history 

examines the fraught relationship between Winston Churchill and seven Australian 

prime ministers. 
 

Sally Neighbour, The Mother of Mohammed (Melbourne University Press) 

From Mudgee girl, to hippy backpacker, to Muslim convert and perceived threat to 

Australia’s national security, the extraordinary story of Rabiah Hutchinson. 
 

Gerard Ryle, Firepower (Allen & Unwin) 

A compelling account of perhaps the greatest fraud in Australian history: the magical 

pill to cut fuel consumption and emissions promised by the Firepower company took in 

politicians, doctors, business leaders and sporting stars. 
 

The winner will be announced at the Walkley Awards Gala Ceremony on Thursday 

November 26 at the Australian Jockey Club in Sydney’s Randwick. The dinner will be 

televised on SBS Television. A full list of Walkley Awards finalists and judges is available 

at www.walkleys.com.  
 

The 2009 Walkley Non-fiction shortlist judges were: Paul Bailey; Malcolm Farr, 

national political editor of The Daily Telegraph; Christine Wallace, journalist and 

author; and Quentin Dempster, ABC Stateline NSW presenter and chair of the Walkley 

Advisory Board. 
 

For media enquiries or to organise an interview with any of the shortlisted authors or 

the chair of the judging panel (Malcolm Farr), contact Clare Fletcher on 0407 676 284 

or clare.fletcher@alliance.org.au.  
 

Judges’ comments, cover shots, and author headshots and biographies are available on 

request. 

 


